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News from Nikki 
The Tension of the Now 

This past October, or sometime in the fall, I had 
the pleasure of visiting with one of my new 
friends and congregation member, Tom Reilly.  
We shared more than pleasantries, having a lively 
and wonderful conversation that was filled with 
memories of his beloved wife, Dorcas, and his 
career, along with his appreciation for a good, 
handwritten note.  

Then he asked me a question – he said, "Have you 
ever looked at the sign outside the church?"  "Of 
course," I responded.  "Did you see who 
it's dedicated to?" asked Tom.  

No I had not.    

When back at church I walked outside to 
Kings Highway, and in the stone 
mounting for the blue First Presbyterian 
Church Sign is a plaque that says 'In 
Memory of Francis L. Rossell, Jr., and in 
honor of those who served in the 
Korean and Vietnam Wars.'  

Some of you undoubtedly remember 
Francis (Lanny as he was known) or his parents, 
Dr. and Mrs. Francis Rossell.  Lanny graduated 
from Haddonfield High School in 1963, where he 
played freshman and junior varsity football.  He 
later got married and lived with his wife in South 
Carolina, and was studying medicine at the 
University of South Carolina.  Lanny was sent to 
Vietnam in July of 1967.  He was a hospital 
corpsman 3rd class attached to F Company, 2nd  

Marines, 26th Brigade, 3rd Division.  He spent 53 
days in combat zones, and died as a result of  
wounds inflicted by hostile mortar fire in Quong 
Nam Province, South Vietnam.  He was 24.   
These stories are important.  People are 
important.  It was important enough to the 
people of this faith community to mark his 
sacrifice in the stone inset of the church sign.  

This is a reminder – set in stone – that the church 
is never ours.  We stand on the shoulders of 
those who came before us and there are those 

that will come after us.      

This story of Lanny's life reminds me of 
the importance of keeping past legacy in 
one hand, and the necessary future in the 
other, particularly as we walk through 
this varied wilderness of transition in our 

nation and in our church.   

Isn't this what Jesus did in ministry?  
He taught within all the customs and 

practices of the Jewish religion (was Jesus a 
traditionalist??! The Gospel writer Matthew seems 
to think so…), and at the same time prophetically 
and personally pointed his followers to a new and 
different future (The Gospels of Mark and John 
especially).  Jesus taught in the temple and 
proclaimed "I came not to abolish the law but to 
fulfill it." He took Jewish customs and traditions, 
and didn't do away with them, but remade them.  
Made them fuller.  Wholly.  Holy.  Whole.  
 (continued on page 2)  
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Holy Week/Easter Calendar 

Sunday, March 28: Palm Sunday
Service streamed live - 10 a.m.

Palms distributed in parking lot 
drive-through 11 - 12. 

Mon. - Wed., March 29-31: Holy Week          
Zoom Prayer Services  6:30-6:45 p.m. 

Thursday, April 1: Maundy Thursday          
Service streamed live at 4:00 p.m.       

Communion served in parking lot 5:00 - 6:00 

Friday, April 2: Good Friday
Zoom Service at Noon. 

Sunday, April 4: Easter
Service streamed live at 10 a.m

News from Nikki (continued from page 1.) 

Finding ways to Expand into the Future is Faithful.    

We must try to balance the tension between the two 
– the past and the future – in the tension of the now.  
I know you've heard the sentiment that a 'pastor's job 
is to comfort the afflicted and afflict the comfortable.'   
As for myself, I try to alternate between the two in 
preaching and teaching – I don't want to beat people 
up and I can't sugarcoat either.  It's about working the 
tension between the two so the Spirit can move a 
little. Love us AND Challenge us.  

We can't be limited by the past (we've always done it 
that way), and at the same time, we can't dismiss the 
over-100-years'-worth-of-prayers that fill the 
Sanctuary.  

I often share in Bible study/discussion spaces to 'take 
what you like and leave the rest.'    

So take what you love, and leave the rest.   

In Hope, 
Nikki 

http://www.haddonfieldpres.org
mailto:beewulf@mac.com
mailto:beewulf@mac.com
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org
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Presbyterian Women

Pinwheels for Prevention 

Once again Presbyterian Women is creating a 
pinwheel garden in April for the observance of 
National Child Abuse Prevention month.  

It is a program of Prevent Child Abuse-New Jersey 
(PCA-NJ) which promotes great childhoods, 
positive parenting and healthy child 
development.  Founded in 1979, all their efforts 
throughout the state are dedicated to preventing 
child abuse and neglect in all forms for all New 
Jersey children. 

PCA-NJ prevention programs include public 
awareness campaigns, parenting education 
programs, workshops and professional training, 
home visitation services, initiatives that promote  

parental involvement in a child’s education, and 
projects that support highly vulnerable families.  
They help parents to nurture, develop and sustain 
healthy children. 

April is the national observation of Child Abuse 
Prevention Month. During this time, PCA-NJ 
implements its “Pinwheels for Prevention” 
campaign.   

The pinwheel is in their logo and was chosen as a 
national symbol of prevention because it is 
whimsical and evokes childlike notions – so it is a 
good emblem of the “Great Childhoods” that is 
desired for all children.   

PW Meets, Virtually That Is. 

PW members are encouraged to put aside their 
sweatshirts and don their best hats for a May 11, 
2021, virtual gathering.  In place of the annual 
Spring Luncheon, the membership is invited to 
participate in a Zoom event featuring Carrie 
Wiggins from Feed My Starving Children.   

Carrie will provide us with an update on how 
FMSC has met the challenge of packing meals 
during this difficult time.   

So, mark your calendars for the 1 PM event and be 
ready with your best hat and favorite dessert to 
Zoom together.  

 (More information on how to participate will 
follow.) 



4

Mission Opportunities

News From St. Wilfrid’s 

Open Door Clinic at St Wilfrid’s-March 22nd 

Saturday, the Open Door Clinic celebrated our one 
year anniversary of our weekly feeding outreach at St 
Wilfrid’s. We celebrated with cake: cake for everyone. 
 It takes a lot of work, time and effort to prepare and 
distribute the food and goods that we distribute.  BUT 
there are humble, loving people whom no one sees, 
and are never recognized doing more than we do, 
with less.  They are at it all the time.  They are heroes to 
our little effort to touch the lives we touch in Camden. 
                                                  
 This week marks the 53th straight week that the 
Open-Door Clinic at St Wilfrid’s has distributed food 
during the pandemic; 106 bags, 4,910 total. Over 
122,750 pounds of food and dry goods! 
Foodbank Helpers needed!!!!!                                         
The group usually meets Friday mornings at 8am at 
the Foodbank, and unload cars at St Wilfrid’s at 
8:40am.  It’s amazing talking with people picking up 
food at the Food Bank!  So many people caring .... in so 
many ways.  
Please contact Rose at intrepidrose@hotmail.com to 
see if you want to join the fun. 
                                                       
NEEDS are syrup, canned peas and carrots, Mac n 
cheese, pasta, diapers-sizes 5 & 6, and wipes and more 
wipes!    Plastic grocery bags from Shoprite and 
Wegman’s, paper grocery bags to line the plastic bags 
with, and plastic newspaper bags to hold hygiene 
products.   No more jackets or coats are needed until 
Fall because there is nowhere to store them.  Thanks 
again for your caring!                

AND, Paul Urian is giving books to the kids who show 
up with their parents for bags on Saturdays- if you 
have any kids books that are in good condition that 
need a new home- the smiles on the kids faces are 
overwhelming.  Many have never had a book they 
could keep! 

These may be dropped off during the week in the bin 
behind Grace Episcopal Church or on Sundays during 
the drive-through after church from 11-12 

Vaccination for the Homebound 

If you are homebound or know someone who 
just can’t get out of the house to get vaccinated 
because of a disability, call your Mayor’s office. 
Ask them to put you on a list to be sent to the 
county. The Camden County Commission is 
working on a program to vaccinate the 
homebound, but they need to know who needs 
this help. 

One Great Hour of Sharing 

A special offering of the PC(USA), One Great 
Hour of Sharing (OGHS) is an important way for 
local churches to take part in the national and 
international missions of the denomination.  

OGHS benefits the ministries of the Presbyterian 
Hunger Program, Self-Development of People, 
and Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. FPCH 
receives the offering on both Palm Sunday and 
Easter. 

The Presbyterian Mission Agency describes 
OGHS’s support of Organización Boricuá [Bor-ē-
qwa], a grassroots network of farmers, 
agricultural workers, educators, organizers and 
activists in Puerto Rico. Organización Boricuá 
promotes and practices agroecology as a means 
of achieving food sovereignty and 
environmental justice on the archipelago.  

Agroecology is not only a science, but also as “an 
agrifood system — a social movement and a 
way of life that interacts within environmental 
and social contexts providing a space to learn, 
honor and share ancestral practices that are 
based in sustainability and are serving as a 
platform to organize collective power through 
community and mutual support work. 

Your OGHS offering can be made online or with 
a check. (Please label accordingly.) 

mailto:intrepidrose@hotmail.com
mailto:intrepidrose@hotmail.com
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Seven Stanzas At Easter 
John Updike 

Make no mistake: if He rose at all 
it was as His body; 
if the cells’ dissolution did not reverse, the molecules 
 reknit, the amino acids rekindle, 
the Church will fall. 

It was not as the flowers, 
each soft Spring recurrent; 
it was not as His Spirit in the mouths and fuddled 
 eyes of the eleven apostles;  
it was as His flesh: ours.  

The same hinged thumbs and toes, 
the same valved heart 
that-pierced-died, withered, paused, and then 
 regathered out of enduring Might 
new strength to enclose. 

Let us not mock God with metaphor, 
analogy, sidestepping, transcendence; 
making of the event a parable, a sign painted in the 
 faded credulity of earlier ages: 
let us walk through the door. 

The stone is rolled back, not papier-mache, 
not a stone in a story, 
but the vast rock of materiality that in the slow 
 grinding of time will eclipse for each of us 
the wide light of day. 

And if we will have an angel at the tomb, 
make it a real angel, 
weighty with Max Planck’s quanta, vivid with hair, 
 opaque in the dawn light, robed in real linen 
spun on a definite loom. 

Let us not seek to make it less monstrous, 
for our own convenience, our own sense of beauty, 
lest, awakened in one unthinkable hour, we are 
 embarrassed by the miracle, 
and crushed by remonstrance.

Sabbaths 2003 
IV 

The little stream sings 
in the crease of the hill. 
It is the water of life.  It knows 
nothing of death, nothing. 
And this is the morning 
of Christ’s resurrection. 
The tomb is empty. There is 
no death. Death is our illusion, 
our wish to belong only to ourselves, 
which is our freedom 
to kill one another. 
From this sleep may we too 
rise, as out of the dark grave. 
  —Wendell Berry
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PERIODICAL

 A tenth century liturgical trope for Easter morning: 

Interrogatio. Quem quaeritis in sepulchro,  
  o Christicolae? 
Responsio. Jesum Nazarenum crucifixum,  
  o caelicolae. 
Angeli. Non est hic; surrexit, sicut praedixerat.  
   Ite, nuntiate quia surrexit de sepulchro.   

Translation: 
Question [by the Angels]: Whom do ye seek in the 
  sepulcher, O followers of Christ? 
Answer [by the Marys]: Jesus of Nazareth, the  
  Crucified, O heavenly ones. 
The Angels: He is not here; he is risen, 
   just as he foretold. Go, announce  
  that he is risen from the sepulchre. 

      —John Gassner, editor, Medieval and Tudor Drama




